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Take up the White Man’s burden— 
 
Send forth the best ye breed— 
 
Go send your sons to exile 
 
To serve your captives' need 
 
To wait in heavy harness 
 
On fluttered folk and wild— 
 
Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 
 
Half devil and half child 
 
Take up the White Man’s burden 
 
In patience to abide 
 
To veil the threat of terror 
 
And check the show of pride; 
 
By open speech and simple 
 
An hundred times made plain 
 
To seek another’s profit 
 
And work another’s gain 
 
Take up the White Man’s burden— 
 
And reap his old reward: 
 
The blame of those ye better 
 
The hate of those ye guard— 
 
The cry of hosts ye humour 
 
(Ah slowly) to the light: 



 
"Why brought ye us from bondage, 
 
“Our loved Egyptian night?” 
 
Take up the White Man’s burden- 
 
Have done with childish days- 
 
The lightly proffered laurel, 
 
The easy, ungrudged praise. 
 
Comes now, to search your manhood 
 
Through all the thankless years, 
 
Cold-edged with dear-bought wisdom, 
 
The judgment of your peers! 
 
 
United Nations Declaration on Granting Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

1960 
 
    General Assembly Resolution 1514 (XV), December 14, 1960The General Assembly, Mindful 
of the determination proclaimed by the peoples of the world in the Charter of the United Nations 
to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in 
the equal rights of men and women and of nations large and small and to promote social progress 
and better standards of life in larger freedom, Conscious of the need for the creation of 
conditions of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on respect for the 
principles of equal rights and self-determination of all peoples, and of universal respect for, and 
observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, 
language or religion, Recognizing the passionate yearning for freedom in all dependent peoples 
and the decisive role of such peoples in the attainment of their independence, Aware of the 
increasing conflicts resulting from the denial of or impediments in the way of freedom of such 
peoples, which constitute a serious threat to world peace, Considering the important role of the 
United Nations in assisting the movement for independence in Trust and Non-Self-Governing 
Territories, Recognizing that the peoples of the world ardently desire the end of colonialism in 
all its manifestations, Convinced that the continued existence of colonialism prevents the 
development of international economic co-operation, impedes the social, cultural and economic 
development of dependent peoples and militates against the United Nations ideal of universal 
peace, Affirming that peoples may, for their own ends, freely dispose of their natural wealth and 
resources without prejudice to any obligations arising out of international economic co-
operation, based upon the principle of mutual benefit, and international law, Believing that the 
process of liberation is irresistible and irreversible and that, in order to avoid serious crises, an 



end must be put to colonialism and all practices of segregation and discrimination associated 
therewith, Welcoming the emergence in recent years of a large number of dependent territories 
into freedom and independence, and recognizing the increasingly powerful trends towards 
freedom in such territories which have not yet attained independence, Convinced that all peoples 
have an inalienable right to complete freedom, the exercise of their sovereignty and the integrity 
of their national territory, Solemnly proclaims the necessity of bringing to a speedy and 
unconditional end colonialism in all its forms and manifestations; And to this end Declares that: 
1. The subjection of peoples to alien subjugation, domination and exploitation constitutes a 
denial of fundamental human rights, is contrary to the Charter of the United Nations and is an 
impediment to the promotion of world peace and co-operation.  2. All peoples have the right to 
self-determination; by virtue of that right they freely determine their political status and freely 
pursue their economic, social and cultural development.3. Inadequacy of political, economic, 
social or educational preparedness should never serve as a pretext for delaying independence. 4. 
All armed action or repressive measures of all kinds directed against dependent peoples shall 
cease in order to enable them to exercise peacefully and freely their right to complete 
independence, and the integrity of their national territory shall be respected. 5. Immediate steps 
shall be taken, in Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories or all other territories which have not 
yet attained independence, to transfer all powers to the peoples of those territories, without any 
conditions or reservations, in accordance with their freely expressed will and desire, without any 
distinction as to race, creed or colour, in order to enable them to enjoy complete independence 
and freedom. 6. Any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption of the national unity and the 
territorial integrity of a country is incompatible with the purposes and principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations. 7. All States shall observe faithfully and strictly the provisions of the Charter 
of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the present Declaration 
on the basis of equality, non-interference in the internal affairs of all States, and respect for the 
sovereign rights of all peoples and their territorial integrity. 
 
 

Jules Ferry (1832-1893): On French Colonial Expansion 
 
    Ferry was twice prime minister of France, from [1880-1881, 1883-1885]. He is especially 
remembered for championing laws that removed Catholic influence from most education in 
France and for promoting a vast extension of the French colonial empire. 
 
    The policy of colonial expansion is a political and economic system ... that can be connected 
to three sets of ideas: economic ideas; the most far-reaching ideas of civilization; and ideas of a 
political and patriotic sort. 
 
    In the area of economics, I am placing before you, with the support of some statistics, the 
considerations that justify the policy of colonial expansion, as seen from the perspective of a 
need, felt more and more urgently by the industrialized population of Europe and especially the 
people of our rich and hardworking country of France: the need for outlets [for exports]. Is this a 
fantasy? Is this a concern [that can wait] for the future? Or is this not a pressing need, one may 
say a crying need, of our industrial population? I merely express in a general way what each one 
of you can see for himself in the various parts of France. Yes, what our major industries [textiles, 
etc.], irrevocably steered by the treaties of 18601 into exports, lack more and more are outlets. 



Why? Because next door Germany is setting up trade barriers; because across the ocean the 
United States of America have become protectionists, and extreme protectionists at that; because 
not only are these great markets ... shrinking, becoming more and more difficult of access, but 
these great states are beginning to pour into our own markets products not seen there before. This 
is true not only for our agriculture, which has been so sorely tried ... and for which competition is 
no longer limited to the circle of large European states .... Today, as you know, competition, the 
law of supply and demand, freedom of trade, the effects of speculation, all radiate in a circle that 
reaches to the ends of the earth .... That is a great complication, a great economic difficulty; ... an 
extremely serious problem. It is so serious, gentlemen, so acute, that the least informed persons 
must already glimpse, foresee, and take precautions against the time when the great South 
American market that has, in a manner of speaking, belonged to us forever will be disputed and 
perhaps taken away from us by North American products. Nothing is more serious; there can be 
no graver social problem; and these matters are linked intimately to colonial policy. 
 
    Gentlemen, we must speak more loudly and more honestly! We must say openly that indeed 
the higher races have a right over the lower races .... 
 
    I repeat, that the superior races have a right because they have a duty. They have the duty to 
civilize the inferior races .... In the history of earlier centuries these duties, gentlemen, have often 
been misunderstood; and certainly when the Spanish soldiers and explorers introduced slavery 
into Central America, they did not fulfill their duty as men of a higher race .... But, in our time, I 
maintain that European nations acquit themselves with generosity, with grandeur, and with 
sincerity of this superior civilizing duty. 
 
    I say that French colonial policy, the policy of colonial expansion, the policy that has taken us 
under the Empire [the Second Empire, of Napoleon 1111, to Saigon, to Indochina [Vietnam], 
that has led us to Tunisia, to Madagascar-I say that this policy of colonial expansion was inspired 
by... the fact that a navy such as ours cannot do without safe harbors, defenses, supply centers on 
the high seas .... Are you unaware of this? Look at a map of the world. 
 
    Gentlemen, these are considerations that merit the full attention of patriots. The conditions of 
naval warfare have greatly changed .... At present, as you know, a warship, however perfect its 
design, cannot carry more than two weeks' supply of coal; and a vessel without coal is a wreck 
on the high seas, abandoned to the first occupier. Hence the need to have places of supply, 
shelters, ports for defense and provisioning.... And that is why we needed Tunisia; that is why we 
needed Saigon and Indochina; that is why we need Madagascar... and why we shall never leave 
them! ... Gentlemen, in Europe such as it is today, in this competition of the many rivals we see 
rising up around us, some by military or naval improvements, others by the prodigious 
development of a constantly growing population; in a Europe, or rather in a universe thus 
constituted, a policy of withdrawal or abstention is simply the high road to decadence! In our 
time nations are great only through the activity they deploy; it is not by spreading the peaceable 
light of their institutions ... that they are great, in the present day. 
 
    Spreading light without acting, without taking part in the affairs of the world, keeping out of 
all European alliances and seeing as a trap, an adventure, all expansion into Africa or the Orient-



for a great nation to live this way, believe me, is to abdicate and, in less time than you may think, 
to sink from the first rank to the third and fourth. 
 
 


